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Effects of over-seeding perennial ryegrass (Lolium perenne L.)
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Summary

Effects of over-seeding perennial ryegrass (Lolium
perenne L.) (PR) into orchardgrass (Dactylis glomerata
L.) (OG) pastures with a no-till disk seeder were
evaluated. In addition to using the no-till disk seeder, PR
(2.5 kg/10a) was seeded into another OG pasture using a
broadcaster after surface cultivation with a rotary harrow
for comparison in May and July 2002.

Five dry Holstein cows were grazed on the over-seeded
pastures in 2002-2004. In 2002, the total number of
grazing days on the pastures seeded with the no-till disk
seeder was greater on both seeding dates than that in
pastures prepared with the surface cultivation method. The
percentage of PR per kilogram of fresh herbage on
pastures seeded with the no-till disk seeder was lower than
that in pastures prepared with the surface cultivation
method for three years. At 43%, the crown cover of PR in
pastures seeded with the no-till disk seeder in 2004 was
higher in May than in pastures seeded in July (28%).

Although the establishment of PR on OG pastures tilled
with the no-till disk seeder was low, cows could graze
immediately after bver-secding, suggesting that over-
seeding pastures with a no-till disk seeder in early spring

could sustain grazing cattle.
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