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Change of ingested plants by Hokkaido native

horses through grazing period in forest in summer

H. InaBa, M. Kawal, S. UEMURA, H. HaTa, S. Konpo and M. OKUBO

Summary

To determine ingested plants of Hokkaido native
horses in forest in summer, a following experi-
ment was carried out in deciduous broad-leaved
forest on Tomakomai Experimental Forest of
Hokkaido University. For 10 days in late summer,
8 Hokkaido native horses were grazed in 4.0 ha of
forest and ingested plants were recorded through
5 min X 2time in 9 days during grazing period

for every animals.

Species of ingested herb and leaves of tree were

29 and 23, respectively. They were occupied about
a half of observed herb and leaves of tree in the
forest. Ferns were not ingested by horses.

The time of ingestion of gramineoﬁs grass and
carex was the longest in first grazing day. As
grazing days passed, the time of ingestion of these
plants by horses decreased and ingesting time of
leaves of tree increaed. Number of species in
gramineous grass and carex ingested by horses
changed hardly through grazing period, while
number of species in leaves of tree and other herb

incresed in the late grazing period.
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