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Seasonal Change of Herbage Growth Rate under

Intensive Crazing of Lactating Dairy Cows,
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Hiroki NAKATSUJI, Seiji KoNDO, and Masahiko OKUBO

Summary

Under intensive grazing of lactating cows, seasonal
change'of herbage growth-rate (GR) in pasture
was investigated. An experimental pasture was
1, 87ha, and divided evenly into 2 paddocks. Each
paddock was strip-grazed by 5 (G5) and 7(G7) cows
for 2, 5h X2 times everyday through grazing season,
Herbage-mass (HM) and sward-heights (SH) of
grass were measured after and before each grazing.
The differences of HM and SH after and before
grazing were regarded as a herbage growth-rate,
(1) In June and July, mean HM and SH before

grazing were high rather than other months in

both paddocks and were higher in G5 than in G7,
(2) Mean GR of SH (en/day) during grazing season
in G5 and G7 were 0, 61 and 0, 62, while mean

GR of HM (g DM, of /day) in G5 and G7 were

4,29 and 5, 19, The GR of SH declined with ad-

vancing grazing season in G5, In G7, they were

declining after August, then almost constant,

In both paddocks, the GR of HM were high in

June and July but declined after August, The

GR of HM was higher in G7 than in G5 from

August, while variations of them from June to

August were great in both paddocks.

(3) In June and July, the higher SH after grazing
was, the lower GR of HM was, In case of low

SH after grazing, the variation of GR of HM was

large,
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