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Grazing Location of Lactating Dairy Cows under Intensive Grazing,
Chizuru SASAKI, Yukiko NisHIMICHI, Masato YAYOTA
Hiroki NAKATSUJI, Seiji KoNDO and Masahiko OKUBO

Summary

Under intensive grazing for Holstein lactating
cows, a relation between grazing location and swa
rd status (herbage mass, coverage of clover, number o
f dung pats) was investigated, Two groups of 5 and
Tcows (L. and H) were grazed twice per day in pa
ddocks of grass-clover sward, Measurement of sw
ard status and behavioral observation were carrie
d out on July and August when area per cow in bo
th groups was similar, Dividing a paddock into 2
X2t squares, sward measurement for each squar
es was carried out before each grazing, Locations
of grazed squares and behavior of cows were recor
ded every five minutes during observations, The r
esults were followed ;

1) The areas per cow (m) was about 96 and 120
on July and August, The available herbage mass
(kg DM, cow) on July and August was 20, 7 and
20,2in 1, 13, 4and 10, 21in H,

2) Behavior during observation periods was al-
mostly grazing, The grazing frequency of herbage
in each squares was from 0 to 6 times, and the
squares in which was grazed more than one time
was occupied about 70%. The squares in which
was grazed only one time were the most,

3) The squares in which the herbage mass was
lower than the mean were grazed more frequently
at L, and higher at H, High frequency of grazing
herbage was observed in the squares characterized
by high coverage of clover and low number of

dung pats, on August in both of 1. and H,
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