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Improvements of Alfalfa Cultivation in the Eastern Parts of Hokkaido
V. Nutritional and economical evaluation of alfalfa with
different cutting schedules
Hiroaki IGARASHI*, Hiroshi OHTSUKA®* and Yoh HORIKAWA***

Summary

The economical performances of alfalfa with
different cutting schedules were evaluated on
animal nutritional estimations.

The highest agronomic performance, both yearly
dry matter yields and nutritive vields, was obtained
from the cutting schedule with 1st cut at early
bud stage of 3 times cutting system.

The highest nutritive performence, both energy
contents and potential daily milk production, was
from the cutting schedule with 1st cut at pre bud
stage on 4 times cutting system. The beneficial
difference from the standard cutting schedule, 1st
cut at early flowering stage on 3 times cutting
system, was 37.2% more. But economical performance
per hectare of this system, potential milk production
and income over feed cost, was same as the standard
cutting schedule.

The highest economical performance per hectare
was from -the cutting schedule with 1st cut at
early bud stage and 3 times cutting system. The
beneficial difference was 4—11% more than the
standard cutting schedule.

For the income over feed cost of the alfalfa

feeding, economical benefit will be brought the

maximum ¥466,000 yen per hectare due to the

difference of alfalfa cutting schedule.
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