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The relation between water table changes and vegetation types at horses
pastured marsh in Koshimizu Primaeval Grasslands
Teruyuki KOMATSU, Hirochumi OHARA and Sanae KOBAYASHI

Summary

Koshimizu-Genseikaen marsh is located
between lake of Tohfutsu and dune along Sea of
Okhotsk. This marsh is one of the typical semi-
natural grasslands. grazed by horses for the
purpose of managing the landscape forming
plants (ex. Iris setosa Pall.,, Rosa rugosa
Thunb.) This survey was conducted to clarify
the basic roughage species for grazing horses in
relation to water table of the marsh during
grazing season.

Water tables during the period from early
October

ranging from close to ground surface level(reed

July through late were maintained

swamp) to ca. 140cm depth(Kentucky blue-grass
dominant sites). However, before and after this
period, water tables rose ranging from higher
level than ground surface to ca. 80cm depth.

The most palatably grazed plants for the
longest period were not forage grass species but
natural sedge(Carex spp. ) dominating in the
area where water table ranges 10cm to 60cm
depth during the mainly growing season.

Utilization of Kentucky blue-grass and
timothy as forage grass occupying the area of
lowest water table was limited to the periods of
early summer and late autumn.
horses, landscape
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