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Some Characteristics on Flowering and Seed Production of Spear Thistle

(Circium vulgare Ten.)

Shun TAKAHASI, Shunpei KANO, Sigeki TEJIMA and Satoru SUZUKI

Summary
Some characteristics on flowei‘ing and seed
production of spear thistle
Ten.)

analysis and weed control.

(Circium wvulgare

were investigated for the demographic

The initial flowering date of the flower heads
ranged from August through October and the
80% of them initiated their flowering during the
third decades

flowering period of single flower head ranged

second and in August. The
from 3 to 8 days and their mean was 4.1 days.
The ripening period ranged from 9 to 30 days
with the mean value of 15.6 days. The seed
number per flower head ranged from 0 to 570
with the mean of 227. The negative correlation
was found between the seed number per flower
head and the ripening date. The third .order
polynomial equation, which was applied to the
ripening date to estimate seed number. per
head, The seed

number per plant was estimated from this

explained 81.3% of variance.

equation. The linear regression was used for
the estimation of seed number per plant:Y=273.1
X—406(3<X =26, r? =0.882), where X was the
number of flower head per plant and Y seed

number per plant.
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