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Abstract

Current state of ostrich management and feeding in Hokkaido was investigated. Number of
ostriches raised in Hokkaido is growing annually from the time starting its rearing. There were 443
ostriches in Hokkaido at the time of this investigation, and the ostriches for breeding were about 80
percent of them. It is expected that number of the ostriches will grow moreover because of increas-
ing production of its chicks. And it seems that the production of the ostriches for finising has already
grown and the supply of its meat will grow.

One of the most limiting factors in the expansion of the ostrich industry is the low rate of
reproduction. Fertility and hatchability of eggs and livability of chicks were extremely variable.
Progression of feeding and management techique, especially about the fertility, the hatchability and
the livability, and improvement of genetic performance of ostriches are needed to improve the
reproductivity. Early practice of the pedigree registry is needed to improve genetic performance and
to avoid inbreeding depression.
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Fig. 1 Rise in the number of ostriches raised in Hokkaido (data from 1996 to1998
were refferd by The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Japan)
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Table 1 Number of ostriches and its farms
according to sub governmental
region of Hokkaido

No.of aim of raising (birds)

region farms breeding finishing  the others total

Oshima 23 0 23
Shiribeshi 36 36
Iburi 69 89
Hidaka 20 25
Ishikari 113 113
Sorachi 9 14
Kamikawa 6 12
Abashiri 63 63
Nemuro 3 3
Tokachi 5 65

total 31 347 443
as of Mar. 1999
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Fig. 2 Percentage of the aim answered by ostrich
farm managers in Hokkaido
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Fig. 3 Percentage of the source of ostriches introduced into Hokkaido
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ostriches introduced into Hokkaido
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